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first breath,  into bitterness and hollowness, and dust,
and ashes.

The same careful superintendence which watched
over the years of childhood was continued through the
later and more critical stages of youth and early man-
hood. From Oxford, from Edinburgh, from Munich,
from India, from whatever might be the temporary
abiding place of the brothers, they wrote fully and con-
stantly to their father, who answered them with equal
regularity- But* as an account of this period of the family
life has been given in a 4 Memoir of Hugh Elliot,'1 it is
unnecessary to go over the same ground: enough, it is
hoped, has been said to denote what manner of man was
the third Sir Gilbert, and perhaps to fulfil the object of
this introduction to his son's correspondence, namely,
to bring him nearer to those who will read it by provid-
ing them with some knowledge of the influences, actual
and traditional, by which the writer's character was
formed.

1 ' Memoir of the Eight Hon. Hugh Elliot,' by Ms granddaughter
Lady Hinto: published in 1868.